
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019124 Part2

To be completed only by Local Gouncils, lnternal Drainage Boards
and other smaller authorities* where the higher of gross income
or gross expenditure was f25,000 or less, that meet the qualifying
criteria, and that wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited

f25,000 less, that meet the qualifying

assurance revlew
Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2A19120
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f25,000

or less must, following the end of each financial year, complete Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or

b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed €25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2020. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be charged €+0 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Part 2) which is made up of:
. Annual InternalAudit Report (page 4) to be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
. Section I - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) to be completed and approved by the authority.
. Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page 6) to be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section ?
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on a website before 1 July 2420.

P ublication Requirements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a public website as required by the Accounts and
Audit Regulations 2015, the LocalAudit (SmallerAuthorities) Regulations 2015 and the Transparency Code
for Smaller Authorities. These include:
. Certificate of Exemption, page 3
. Annual lnternalAudit Report 2019120, page 4
. Section 1 -AnnualGovernance Statement2Ol9l2O, page 5
. Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2019/20, page 6
. Analysis of variances. Bank reconciliation. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review
Providing the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return, there is no requirement for the authority to have a limited assurance review.

Any smaller authoriry may, however, request a limited assurance review. ln these circumstances the authority
should not certify itself as exempt, and not complete the Certificate of Exemption, but complete Part 3
of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A19D0 and return it to the external auditor for review
together with the supporting documentation requested by the external auditor.

The cost to the smaller authority for the review will be €200 +VAT.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Retum constitutes the annual relum refened to in ttre Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Throughout, the words 'extemal audito/ have the same meaning as the words 'local auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete tist of bodies that may be smaller authoities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2019/20, Sections 1 and 2

. An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must
do so at a meeting ofthe authority afrer 31 March 2020. lt should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountabiliiy Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the aulhority
must comply with the requiements otthe Transparency Code for SmallerAuthorities.

. The Certificate of Exemption must be retumed lo the extemal auditor no later than 30 June 2020. Reminder
letters will incur a charge of€40 +VAT for each letter.

. The authority must comply vilh Propar Practices in completing Sections I ahd 2 of this Annual Govemance
and Accountabili9 Retum and the Cerlificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Praclrflorerc'
Gude* which is updated taom time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the
financial year-end.

. The authority should receive and note the annual internal audit report if possible before approving the
annual govemance statement and the accounts.

. l\,lake sure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum is complete (no highlighled boxes lefr
empty), and is properly signed and dated. Avoid making amendments to the completed annual return. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. use the checklist provided below to review the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return for
completeness at the meeting atwhich it is signed off.

. You should inform your external auditor about ahy change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Oflicer or
Chairman, and provide rclevant email addresses and telephone numbeE,

. The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
siatements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners' Guide* which may assist.

. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward lrom the previous year
(Box 7 of201g) equals the balance brought forward in {he current year (Box 1 of2020).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behatf of the authority, must set the commencement date for
the exercise ofpublic righls. From the commencement date for a single period of30 consecutive working
days, the approved accounls and accouhting records can be inspected. v\hatever period the RFO sets
must include a common inspection period - during which the accounts and accounting records ofall
smaller authorities must be available for public inspection - ofthe first ten working days of July.

. The authority must publish the information required by Regulation '15 (2), Aocounts and Audit
Regulations 20'15, ihcluding the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and address
ofthe extemalauditor before I July 2020,

'Gov.n.nc..nd Accounbbility,or Srn.ficr AurhorltLc ln Englend- . Pt cfrliona,s'Guidc b Ptopcr Pracdccs,
can b€ downloaded from wuw.nalc.oov,uk or iiom www.ada.org.uk

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 201gl2o Pan 2
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Have all hiqhlighled boxes been completed?

Have lhe dales sel lorlhe period forlhe exercise ofpublic rights been published?

InlernalAudit Report Have allhighlighted boxes been compleled bythe intemal auditor and
explanalions provided?

For any statemenl to which the response is no', is an explanation available
for publication?

Has the aulhorily's approval of lhe accounling statements been conlirmed by
the signalure of the Chairman of lhe approval meeting?

Has an explanalion ofsignifcant variations from Iasl yearlo this year been
published?

ls an explanation ofany difference between Box 7 and Box I available, should
a queslion be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party?

Trust funds - have all disclosures been made iflhe authority as a body conorate
is a sole maneqing trustee? (Local Councils only)
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certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2019l2o Part 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2020,
and that wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review
under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assuEnce revie\ / or lo submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum to the extemalauditor, provided thatthe authority has cedified itself as exempt at a meeting ofthe
authority afier 31 March 2020 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2020
notifying the extemal auditor.

Forton Parish Council

certifies that during the linancialyear 2019/20, the higher ofthe authority's total gross income for the year or
totial gross anhual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Tolalannualgrcssincomefortheauthority2o19/2ot L1'247

Total annual gross expehditure for the authorinf 2019120: 11,277

There are certain chcumstances in lvhich an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority i3 unable to confirm the statemenb belowthen it
cannot cenify itself as exempt and it must submitthe completed Anhual Governance and Accountability Return
Paft 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of €200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The aulhority was in existence on 1st April 20'16
. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2018/'19), the external auditor has not:

. issued a public interest report in respect ofthe authority or any entity connected with it

' made a statutory recommendation to lhe authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1('l) of Schedule 8 to the LocalAudit and Accountability Act

20'14 ("theAct"), and has notwithdrawn the notice
. commenced judicialreview proceedings under section 31(1) ofthe Act
. made an application under section 28(1) ofthe Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlaMul,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court rcfused to make the declaration
. The coud has not declared an item of a@ount unlawful afrer a person made an appeal under seclion 28(3) of he Act.

lfyou are able to confirm thatthe above statements apply and thatthe authority neither received gross income,
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding e25,000, then the certilicate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not bolh).

TheAnnual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully compleled and, along
with a copy olthis certilicate, published on a public website'before 1 July 2020. By signing this certific.te you
are also conft+ling that you are aware of this requirement
Signed by lhe &*pghsrble Financial officer Date I I confirm thal lhis certificate ol

ll LL^,.,,t-' 2otost2o2o lili#X[':Ji""H:**'*"
Date I as recorded in minute reference:

2U05t2020

A-1 zvtvotzvzu | 4.5-4
J leEphone number

20t05t202o | 4.s.4

david.carver@carver-group.co.uk 07774677074

'Published web address

http Jfu ,ww.f orton-pc-staffs.org. uk

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be retumed EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2020. Reminder letters incur a charge oft40 +VAT

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019l2OPan2
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2019/20

Forton Parish Council

This authority's internal auditor, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,
carried out a selective assessment of compliance wilh relevant procedures and controls to be in
operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2020.

The internal audit for 2019/20 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs
and planned coverage. On the basis of the Iindings in the areas examined, the internal audit
conclusions are summarised in this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control
and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on \flhether, in all significant respects, the control
objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the
needs of this authority.

For any olher risk areas idernified by this adhority adequate confols existed (lisl any olher risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken

-- -- osl ot ll,b

:gu:,*:nru::.1 TA'v
'lf the respons€ is 'no' please state the impljcstions and aclion being taken to address any w€akness in control id€ntified
(add separate she€ts if needed).

""Note: lflie response is'not covered'please state when lhe most recent intemal audit $brk was done in this area and when it is
ne( planned; or, if coverage is not required, lhe annual intemal audit repon must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

Name of person who carried out the internalaudit

Robert Watson Jones

Date otl o{ laa-o

Annual Governanoe and Accouniability Return 2019120 Pan2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

A. Approprate accounting records have been properly kept lhroughout the financialyear

B. This auihority compliedwith ils financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices all
expendriurc was approved and VAT was appropriately ac.ounted ior

C. This authority assessed the significant risksto achieving its objectives and revlewed ihe adequacy
ol anangements to manaqe these.

D. The precept or rates requrement resulted lrom an adequate budgetary proc€ss; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored, and reserves were appropriate.

E. Exp€ct€d incomewas fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
bankedi and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F, Petty cash payments were properly suppo(ed by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for-

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to mernbers were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Assel and investmenis reqlsters were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. PerLodic and year-end bank account reconc liations were properly carried out.

J. Account ng statements prepared du ng lhe year were prepared on the mnect accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed tothe cash book, supporled by an
adequate auditlra[ ftom underlying records and where appropriate debtors and credrtors were

K. lf the authoriry certfied itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2018/19, it met the
exemption crileria and correctly declared itself exempl - (lt the autharity had a limited assurance
review of ils 201&t19 AGAR tick "not cavered')

L. The authoriiy has demonstrated that during summer2019 ii correctly provided forthe exerclse
ofpublic rights as required by theAccounts andAudil Regulations.

M. (For local councils only)
Trust funds iincludinq charitable) -The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of:

Forton Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including anangements for
the preparation oftheAccounting Statements. VVe confirm, to the best of our knowledge and beliel with
respect to theAccounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

1. U/b have put i. pla@ anangemenls for efiecliw fnancial
management during lhe year, and for lhe prepararon of
ihe accountinq slatements.

pEpa€d ns a@untins nal.net ls ia aeeotdahce
wik lh. Ac@u s and Audn Regulatioos.

2. l G maintain€d an adequate system oi Intemal conrrol
induding measures designed lo prevenl and detecl ftaud
and @mption and reve{ed ils efecli€ness.

nade prcpet a6nqErenls and @@plcd csponsibiliy
for safeguadkg the publb nMy and es@s in

3. Wb look all reasonable steps lo assure ou6elves
th.l lheE are no matleB of .ctual or poiennal
non-conpllance wilh lars, regu,alions and Proper
Praciices that @uld have 6 signmcanl fnancial effec(
on ilre ability ofthis auho yto condud irs
business or manage its fnances-

has ohly .lore whal il has thc l.gal wwcr lo do an.l has
conplied wnh P@pet Pfrdi@s in .loing so.

4, $/b prcvided proper opponuni9 dudng ine year for
lhe exercise of elecloB' nghls in a@rdanc€ win lhe
reauirenenls of the Accounls and Audjt Resuialions,

duiDg the watga@ all p..s sirt rcslcd the opponunily to
,nspecr .nd ast gEsibns abo ut th6 aulhonly's ac@unts.

5, \ /e canted out an assessmenr olrhe dsks facing thls
adhonly and look app.olriale steps lo manage lhose
dsl6, induding the inlroduclion ol intemal @nlrols andor
enemal ircurdn@ cover wirerc requiEd.

considercd and docunenled the nnancial and othu nsks I
faes and deat wnh h.n prop$ly.

6. \,!e maintained throughoul lhe year an adequaie and
efectiw syslem of intemal audil of the a@unting
records a.d @ntrol systems.

amnged lot a conpctenl pe6on, iodependent of th. flnancial
@niols and prccedue, to gi. an objed E view on whether
ihEn.l @nt@ls meet lhe ne.ds ot this snalbt authotity

7, ! ,re took appropdale aclion on a[ maners ra'sed
in reporls from iniemal and enemal audil,

Esponded lo nanas brcugn b tu attentioD by ktehal and

8,l,/e @nsidered shelher any liligalion, liabilities or
commihenls, evenis or transactions, occuring eitier
du.ihg or aner the y€aFend, have a fnancjalimpaci on
this adho y and, where apprcpnate, haE included lhem
in lhe a@ounlino slalemenls.

di3ctos.d etcrythkg tt should h.ve about il' bGhess acliqy
duting the tcat ihcluditq cvcnls taking plae aftet lhe ydr

9. (For local cor'ncils only) Ttust tunds induding
daniable. ln our capacily as lhe sole managinq
lruslee re discharged ou a@untabilrty
responsibililiesforlnetund{s)/assers, in.ludino
fnancial replriing and, il reqlired, independmi

has nol all ol ts rcsponsibhies wherc as a body
@ryode n is a sotc nanagkg trust@ of . l@al trust

'For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting ofthe aulhodly on:

20to512020

and recorded as minute reference:

4.5.2

Signed by the Chaiman and Clerk of lhe meeting where
approval was given:

E

Chairman

Clerk

d d.t- (t)uz"^
^ --____<1.Cos-]l::B-

Annualcovemance and Accountability Retum 2019120Paft2 Page 5 of6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

Forton Parish Council

lotal balances aN rcseruas atthe beginning otthe yeat
as recorded in the financial rccuds. value must agree lo
Box 7 of ptevious year.

Total anount of precept (ot lor lDBs rates and bvies)
rcceived ot receivable in the yeat- Exclude any gmnts

Total incone or r,ceipts as recorcled in the cashbook less
the precept or rctes/levbs rcceived (line 2)- lnclude any

3. (+) Total olher receipts

Total expanditurc or payments made to and on behalt
of all enploweg lnclude grcss sr/ar6s and wag€s,
employe$ Nl contdbutions, enployers pension
conttbufron s, graluittes and severance paynents.

4. (-) Stalt clsis

Total expendlure ot paymenb of capital and interest
macle duing fhe war on the authN's borowtngs (if any).

Total expendttue ot paymenls as rccotdsd in lhe cash-
book less staff costs (lino 4) and ban intetest/capilal

6. G) Ajl oiher paymenis

lotal balances and roseves at the end ol the yeat- Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

E. Total value or cash and
sho.l tem ihvestments 686 558

The sum of all curcnt and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shott tem investnants held as at 31 March -
To agrce wlth bank rcconciliation.

9. Totalfixed assets plus
long lerm investnents 0

The value ol a the propedy lhs authoity owns - it is nade
up of all iE fixed assets and long tem investments as at

10. Totalbonowings 0 0
fhe outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
trom kid pafties (including PWLB)

The Council as a body cotporate acts as sole trustee fot
end is responsibb for nanasinor 7rust tunds or assels.

'11. (For LocalCouncils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust tunds (includlflg charitable)

N-8. The tigures in the accouoltng statements above do
not incltde any Trust ttansactians.

I cediry that for the year ended 31 March 2020 lhe Accounling
Stalements in this Annual Govemance and Accountabilily
Relum have been prepared on eilher a €ceipls and
payments or income and expendilure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities- a Practilioners' Guide to PIoper Practices
and present fairly the\linancial posilion of thrs aulhority.

Signed by Responsiblb Financial oflicer before being
presenled to lhe authorid for approval

'e\*vx,y>-

Date -4410512020

I conrirm that lheseAccounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

201o512020

as recorded in minute reference:

4.5.3

Signed by Chairman of lhe meeting where the
Accountrng Slatpmenls wer! apploved

ed Ne Q*,nE
/

\-/

AnnualGovemance and Accountability Return 2019120 Part2
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Fo*roN Pen sH CorNCrL
Attachment 1.1

BANK RECONCILIATION FINANCIALYEAR ENDING 3l MARCH 2O2O

Authority name Forton Parish Council .R

Prepared by: Name

Role

David Carver

RFO
Date: # osrcst2ozo

Approved by: Name

Role

Robert Watson Jones

lnternal Auditor
Date: Oj osfistza2o

Balance per bank statements as at 31 March 2020 E TOTALf

List balances on all bank accounts 31 March 2020:

Natwest Current A/c 19817$01 651.95 551.95

Natw$t Business Reserve Al c 198t7 428 350.42 3so.42

Less: any un-presented cheques at 31 March 2020:
(List date, cheque number & value. Use separate list if needed )

Ltloilzozo-qro278 13s.00 135.00

tu0B,l202A-l,0/,/277 135.00 135.00

flla3lzozo -flr0276 97.40 97.N

LuO3,lZOzo -fit0273 86.55 86.55

Add any unbanked cash at 31 March 2020: (List date & amount received)

Nlt
NIL

NIL

NIL

TOTAL. NET BANK BATANCE AS AT 31 MARCH 2O2O 558.42

The net bslanees reeancile to the Cash Sook far the year, as lollaws:

CASH BOOI( (receipts and payments schedulesl f

Opening Balance: 68s.5{'

Add: Receipts in the year: 1247.47

Less: Payments in the year: 1374.65

CTOSING BALANCE PER CASH BOOK @ 31 MARCH ZO2O

Must equal total net bank balances above and Section 2, Box 8
554.42



Fo*roNPanrsH Co,ruc,'
Attachment 1.2

Explanation of significant variances in the accounting statements - Section 2

Section
2

2018t19

I
2019t20

t
Variance

1+t-) t
D€tailed explanation of variance

(for each reaaon noted please include monetary
values (to nearest 8{0}

Box 2

Precept 629 686 57
Less fhan tZ(N-explanation NOT required

Box 3

Other
income

300 308 8
Less ffian t200-explanation NOT required

Box 4

Sfaff
cosfs

423 433 10
Less fhan t200-explanation NOT required

Box 5

Loan
interesU
capital

nil nil nil nil -explanation NOT required

Box 6

Other
payments

781 942 161
Less fhan C200-explanation NOT rcquircd

Box 7

Balances
canied
forward

686 558 (128)

lf some of the year-end balances are earmarked for specific purposes
ratherthan as a general rcserve, please provide a breakdown.

Less than C200 -explanation NOT requircd

Box 9

Fixed
assefs &
long term

assefs

nil nil nil
Explain all movements in this category and not just those above
15o/o

nll -explanation NOT required

Box {0

Total
borrowing

nil nil nil nil -explanation NOT required

Please explain any variances of more than 15% between the totals for individual boxes in
Section 2. We do not require explanations for variances of less than €200. Ylle also ask you to

explain any change where there is a movement to orfrcm zero.



FonroNPanrsH Co, c,r

Annual lnternal Audit Report 2AL9{2O

Notes relating to lnternal Control Objectives (Page 4 of 6)

F. Petty Cash: The Council does not operate a Petty Cash system. Any

expenses properly incurred would be made personally and

subsequently reclaimed with each such claim being examined by the
Council at one of its meetings.lffp(Ctur h N*e /*guhcFr

H. Asset Register: The Council has no assets other than its bank

accounts which are properly accounted for elsewhere - see the

sheet for Bank Account Reconciliation.

Signed by lnternal Auditor

Robert Watson Jones

Date: o{ / cS lzozo



FORTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Attachment 2  

 

Confirmation of contact details 

 

Chair’s name: 

 

Dr Ed de Quincey 

RFO’s name (if not clerk): 

 

Mr David Carver 

 

Chair contact address: 

 

2 Sutton Court 

Sutton 

Newport 

TF10 8DD 

 

RFO contact address: 

 

Meredale House 

Meretown 

Newport 

TF10 8BX 

Telephone: 

Primary contact number: 

01952 813510 

 

Mobile/Alternative number: 

 

Telephone: 

Primary contact number: 

01952 814382 

 

Mobile/Alternative number: 

07770 677074 

Clerk e-mail:    

 

fortonclerkcarol@yahoo.co.uk 

 

RFO e-mail:    

 

david.carver@carver-group.co.uk 

 

 

Please return this form together with the  

Exemption Certificate. 

 

05 May 2020 

mailto:fortonclerkcarol@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:david.carver@carver-group.co.uk


FonroNPanrsH Co, crr

I L (",'u.." w'\-':.* Date: 05 MaY 2020

David Carver

RFO

Attachment 3

Confirmation regarding the exercise of public righb

Parish Councilname: Forton Parish Council

The Parish Council must inform the electorate of an exact 30 working day period during
which public rights may be exercised.

The inspection period must commence no later than I September 2020

It must start at least one day after the annual return has been published on your website (or
noticeboard for parish meetings) and publication must be as soon as practical after the
unaudited annual return has been approved by the Parish Council.

Working days are defined as Monday - Friday. They do not include Saturdays, Sundays and Bank
holidays.

(See calendar guide overleaf)

The inspection period commences on: Thursday 04 June 2020

And ends on: Wednesday {5 July 2020

Signed:

Name:

Position held:



Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019-20
Addendum - Coronavirus Emergency Regulation changes

The Accounts and Audit (Goronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020

Owing to the increasing impact of COVlDl9 MHCLG has made amended
Regulations which extend the statutory audit deadlines for 2019-20 only for
all Category 2 smaller authorities (town and parish councils, parish meetings,
internal drainage boards and other authorities).

. The requirement for the public inspection period to include the first 10 working
days of July has been removed

. lnstead, smaller authorities must commence the public inspection period on or
before 1 September 2O2O

. The AGAR must be approved and published by 31 August 2020 at the latest or
may be approved earliet wherever possible.

This means that the period for the exercise of public rights can now be held any
time after the approval of the accounts and AGAR as long as it is commenced
on 1 September at the latest.

Authorities should publish the dates of their public inspection period. lf this is
significantly earlier or later than in previous years they should inform the public
through their websites (where available) of the reasons why they are departing
from normal practice for 2020.

. The publication date for final, audited, accounts will move from 30 September
to 30 November 2020lot all local authorities.

This is the date by which the Part 3 AGAR Sections 1, 2 and 3 including the
completed ExtemalAuditor Report and Certificate must be published.

This does not apply to an authority that has certified itself as exempt and submitted
a Certificate of Exemption to the external auditor

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility
of LocalAuthority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2020

ln relation to the meetings needed to approve the accounts and AGAR, MHCLG has
made separate Regulations to enable meetings to be held remotely, and to hold and
alter the frequency and occurrence of meetings without the need for further notice.

The provisions for remote meetings apply to all authorities EXCEPT Parish Meetings
who must hold a public meeting and approve the AGAR before 31 August.

Separate changes to allow remote meetings apply to lnternal Drainage Boards.

AnnualGovemance and Accountability Retum 2019-20Addendum - Coronavirus Emergency Regulation changes


